WSDA Updates - July 2019

[bookmark: _GoBack]EFAP Closeout Reports:  EFAP-Tribal Closeout Reports are due to WSDA August 1, 2019 and Non-Tribal Closeout Reports are due August 15, 2019.  Equipment Inventory Reports are also to be submitted with your closeout reports.  As a reminder the closeout report is the final tab in your monthly invoice voucher workbook - email the entire workbook to WSDA along with notification of any client data revisions.  Make sure your subcontractors are aware of the due dates so they can get you the information that you need to complete the reports.  If you have questions or need a fillable subcontractor closeout report contact your WSDA regional representative.
Federal Funding for 2020:  Keep in mind that TEFAP received a large increase in 2019 if TEFAP returns to normal funding levels then contractors will be faced with a large decrease in 2020.  Federal budgets may not get passed until March or April so we may need to limit monthly spending to lower levels just in case the budget was reduced.  TMP funding will continue at least through March.
Contracting/Subcontracting Models may be changing:  We are working with USDA to finalize what our system will look like.  It may mean that contractors who operate sites or sponsor sites may not need to have the formal subcontract but would instead list all of their owned/sponsored sites for which they are fully responsible for in the upcoming new TEFAP/CSFP contract with WSDA - effective Oct. 1, 2019.  Subcontractors who have other programs like mobile food pantries would not need a separate subcontract.  If that is the case then it may also impact EFAP voting in the next biennium so that EFAP subcontractors with “multiple programs/services” would only have one vote.
EFAP/TEFAP/CSFP Contractor and Subcontractor Reviews:  WSDA staff are actively reviewing contractors and subcontractors.  Because of the audit these reviews have changed even though many contractors and subcontractors have not fully implemented the changes and/or new forms.  Don’t worry we are not taking a punitive approach and are considering this a transition period so that we can have conversations about how to be compliant in the future.  
Contractors receiving USDA direct shipments:  Due to the audit we will be transitioning contractors (won’t impact subcontractors) who receive USDA direct shipments to do the receipting of the USDA shipments into the USDA reporting system.  We will provide training and expect that the transition will be completed by Oct. 1, 2019.  James Scovel will be sending a detailed email today to discuss the process and get contractors signed into the system in July.
WFC Conference:  WSDA will be doing a high-level presentation (hopefully our Director) on new directions for WSDA which is focused on the food system, then moving into the connecting points between WSDA Food Assistance and partners/programs and then doing “regional breakouts” to discuss streamlining opportunities for the EFAP biennial process while it is still fresh on folk’s minds.
WSDA Strategic Plan:  We have provided you with our strategic plan.  This is a living document so please let us know any input you have.
NEW WSDA Website: We have a new web address: https://agr.wa.gov/services/food-access. This new site is split into the following sections with easier navigation and is mobile friendly.
· About Food Assistance: Introduction to Food Assistance and the work we do across Washington State. Links to Hunger in Washington: provides access to our data reports, Programs and Services: client-focused information about our programs, and Contact Food Assistance: general phone, address, and email information.
· Access Food Near You: 211 link to services across the state, Lead Agency Search by county.
· Hunger Relief Agency Hub: Specific information for contractors and subcontractors that run Federal and State programs. Access to contract compliance information, training, food ordering, and more can be found in the hub. Links to nutrition resources and the Farm to Food Pantry initiative are also located on this page.  Looking for a form or publication? All forms and publications listed by program can be found at: https://agr.wa.gov/services/food-access/hunger-relief-agency-hub/fa-forms-and-pubs. 
· Hunger Relief Resources: Donation information, recipes and nutrition resources, food rescue, and more can be found on our resources page.
· Food Assistance Partners: See nonprofit, government, and agricultural partner information located on the partner’s page.
· Contact Us: Find contact information for your regional representative.
Federal Food Updates:  The items listed below are not the only items coming July to December. You can find a full list of items coming on the Statewide Snapshot Projected USDA Entitlement or Bonus Food by Truckload or your Direct Shipments Workbook or Indirect Shipments Workbook sent by WSDA.  
Many of the items we will be getting July to September and October to December will be fresh items like Apples, Potatoes, Plums, Grapes, and Oranges.  We as a state must be ready for the items coming to ensure that we can get them out the door and into the hands of our clients. 
If you have questions about the incoming TEFAP or TMP items please contact James Scovel at jscovel@agr.wa.gov. 
TMP Highlights July to September 2019
· MILK 1% FRESH CTR-4/128 FL OZ 20 trucks
· MILK 2% FRESH CTR-4/128 FL OZ 20 trucks
· GRAPES VARIETY FRESH CTN-19 LB 9 trucks
· PLUMS FRESH CTN-28 LB 8 trucks
· POTATOES ROUND WHITE FRESH BAG-10/5 LB 8 trucks
· PORK LOIN ROAST FRZ CTN-6/5 LB 12 trucks
· ORANGE JUICE PLST BTL-8/64 FL OZ 5 trucks
· RICE US#2 LONG GRAIN PKG-24/2 LB 4 trucks
· RICE US#2 LONG GRAIN PKG-30/2 LB 4 trucks
· RICE BRN US#1 PKG-24/2 LB 2 trucks
· RICE BRN US#1 PKG-30/2 LB 3 trucks
TMP Highlights October to September 2019
· MILK 1% FRESH CTR-4/128 FL OZ 12 trucks 
· MILK 2% FRESH CTR-4/128 FL OZ 15 trucks
· GRAPES VARIETY FRESH CTN-19 LB 9 trucks
· PLUMS FRESH CTN-28 LB 3 trucks
· APPLES FRESH VARIOUS TYPE CTN-37-40 LB 12 trucks
· ORANGES FRESH BAG PKG-12/3 LB 33 trucks
· BUTTER PRINT SALTED CTN-36/1 LB 1 truck
· Potatoes Fresh Variety CTN 50 LB 15 trucks
· POTATOES FRESH VARIETY BAG-10/5 LB 15 trucks
· CHEESE MOZ LM PT SKM STRING BOX-360/1 OZ 1 trucks
· PECAN PIECES PKG-24/1 LB 2 trucks
· PISTACHIO ROASTED IN SHELL PKG-12/2 LB 4 trucks
· PORK PATTY CKD PKG-20/2 LB 12 trucks
· PORK LOIN ROAST FRZ CTN-6/5 LB 12 trucks
Legislative updates: 
1. House Bill 1114 passed during the 2019 legislative session. This requires the Department of Ecology, in consultation with WSDA and DOH, to write a statewide plan to fight hunger and reduce food waste by 50% by 2030.  The core planning team is folks from these agencies, plus Department of Commerce, which will be contracting for a statewide assessment of food waste.  The core planning team is going to bring together 5 groups of stakeholders – folks with subject matter expertise in the areas of a) hunger relief – YOU b) solid waste management c) food safety d) food businesses e) behavior change and public education. Each of these 5 Subject Matter Expert groups will convene 4-6 times between September 2019 and September 2020.  The first of these stakeholder input sessions has not yet been scheduled but will likely occur at the WFC conference during a food rescue session and every other month after that. Invitations will go out in August – your input is valued and appreciated. 
2. Food Assistance has submitted a concept proposal to WSDA for agency consideration during the next legislative session.  The proposal is connected to our Farm to Food Pantry Initiative and its unique role in fighting hunger and funding local farmers.  We have requested an opportunity to make this a permanent program and scale it up statewide by the growing season of 2021.  At this time, it is in the hands of WSDA leadership, so no advocacy or support is needed. If the agency decides to prioritize this proposal given the other opportunities ahead of us, we will let you know and invite your support.  
